THE GREAT STATE

sist on their case being dealt with first. In other
words, whatever may have been, or whatever are
the advantages of the present industrial system
under the control of the capitalists, it is now on the
point of breaking down, becoming impossible.
Profit-making is its imperative end, and this is
rapidly becoming more difficult to reach.

But the Labour War is not merely between mas-
ter and man. The capitalists are not only at war
with their workmen; they are at equally deadly war
with each other. The reformer can claim that he
is trying to save them from destruction instead of
trying to destroy them The smaller capitalists,
the smaller wholesale and retail producers and dis-
tributors are wearing each other out in a fierce war
waged to get control of the market. Circling round
these smaller men are the great financiers (for they
are now men with the banker's mind, rather than
experts in the intimate processes of their trades);
these greater capitalists are gradually extinguishing
the weaker members of their class; the small work-
shop is being shut because it can no longer do its
work as quickly and cheaply as the large factory.
Even in distribution, ^he independent shopkeeper
is being supplanted by the "multiple-shop" system,
where often the retention of the individual name
only covers the position of the commissioned agent
of the combine which is working in the background.

So this term "Labour War" really covers some-
thing wider than the ghastly struggle of the manual
r 278